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population continued to decline, and typical rural counties, in
spite of large residential immigrations, had fewer inhabitants
than in 1851.l Farming had ceased to be of any real consequence
in the life, of the nation, and the days (still so recent) when a
good or bad harvest meant a good or bad season for trade in
general seemed as dead as Queen Anne.
Next let us look more particularly at the condition of the
poorer town classes. During the South African War national
attention was drawn to it by the number of recruits rejected
on physical grounds. In Manchester in 1899 out of 12,000 men
offering, 8,000 were rejected right off, and only 1,200 were
accepted as fit in all respects;2 though tiae army measurements
had just been reduced to the lowest standard since Waterloo.
In 1903 an official Memorandum3 by the director-general of the
Army Medical Corps showed that during the decade 1893-1902
some 34-6 per cent, had been rejected on medical examination,
besides an uncounted number known to be very large, who had
not been thought worth medically examining. Following this
an interdepartmental committee sat, the evidence before which
gives the fullest picture obtainable of the state of things. Other
important documents for it are the memorable house-to-house
study of York, by B. Seebohm Rowntree,4 and many subsequent
studies of other towns inspired by its example.
British manual workers at that time fell into three broad
divisions: (i) town artisans; (2) town labourers; (3) agricultural
labourers. The main canker in the nation's life was the condi-
tion of the town labourers. Earlier trade unionism had ignored
1 For every too persons living in 1851, there were in 1908: in London, 203; in
84 large urban areas, 282; in 14 rural counties (exclusive of their county boroughs),
95; in the rest of England and Wales, 184 (Statistical Memoranda and Charts prepared
in the Local Government Board; Gd. 4671 of 1909). One of the rural counties was
Devon, where Exeter, Plymouth, and Devonport were excluded, but Torquay,
Paignton, Ilfracombe, Exmouth, Sidmouth, &c., were all counted in.
a Interdepartmental Committee on Physical Deterioration: Evidence (Cd. 2210
of 1904), 124.
3 Cd. 1501.
* Poverty: A Study of Town Life (1901). Unemployment (1911), by the same author
in collaboration with Bruno Lasker, throws additional light. Of similar studies
made elsewhere, West Ham (1907) by E. G. Howarth and Mona Wilson, At The
Works (1907—a study of Middlesborough) by Lady (Hugh) Bell, Nonmch (1910)
by C. B. Hawkins, and Livelihood and Poverty (1915—a study of areas in Northampton,
Warrington, Stanley, and Reading) by A. L. Bowley and A. R. Burnett-Hurst, may
be mentioned as among the most valuable.
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